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Ashes for Beauty
P

Jimn L.ongy

J.03 LA Loy Ty} T | LTl 5

FE ST TLTY

worldwwide press covernge given the arrival of a red calf in Israel prompted much wild
specuiantion. ‘I'he newns was greeted by Inracl's comiceally left-wing press with the oxpected
hand-wringing snd expectations of full seale militant righi-wing operations. 'The commaotion
has subsided, thanks 10 a reeent revelation. 'Phe enlf has since sprouted some swhite hairs,
thus rendering it wafit for use, I'he news of thiy bicth has, once apgain, deawn attention to the
work of Vendyl Jones Resenrels Institutes. It is o seeret that, for the past thisrty years,
Professor Jones has been senxching for such Biblieal trensures as the Avk; the vestmonts of
the Iiph Peicest, including the breastplate; the Tabernacle and 2 vessel known as the A2l
‘I'his lotter container holdy the Ashes of the Red Heifer, With the recent spate of stories
surrouuding the Bicth of o red calf has come the quesiion: why are we looking for the nshes
of previous red cowa?

“Uhe ritun! of purification using the Ashes of the Red Fleifer is one of the least understood of
frashiem’s commaondments. Though these nshes were necessary to cleanse anyone entering
the T'emple, even (he wise Solomon confessed that this wns a riddle far from bim.

jAccording to the Midrash (Numbars Rabha 19:3), when King Solomon wyole, ““Armores
wehalliema vetlil revliokah mimen’/—-- 1 said I would sicquisre wisdom, Dut it is far from me*’
(Euclesinstes 7:23), he was alludingg o his inahility to comprehend some of the profoand
pavadoxes involved in the coramandment of the Red Heifer. This connection I8 verified in
hiv usc of the words vafrf recholall, which have the snme gemuniria (4:41) ns the vwords paralz
arclarrazaals, recdd hioifer?]

T'he ITebrew text revents why the practice is vo shrouded in myslery, More than a
commnndment, this is a clruZaly, nn ordinaneco that ig to be followed withrout gquestion or
usndaergtanding, From (he Talmudic commentiaries we ¢an glean that only Moses fathomedd
the physical and spiricanl properties of the procoess,

e Jewislc Snges o offer a hing to this purzle by linking the Y2ed Heifer withh the sin of the
Golden Calf, The idol was burned and pulverized. ‘This powder war poured into water and
the Iyraclites were forced fo drinle it, Also of note are the continual reforences to buraing the
red ow, since the Golden Calf waas not sacrificed but barned. It ig tho powdered form of the
Red Fleifor, the nshey, that s mixed with water to purify the children of Isracl- And red is
the coloxr of sinx is an alluded to in Isnianh £:08,

VT ROEN Yo ofns Do ke scacleod, ey sInall? e whieoe iy smeow.., ™

There may be anather intriguing clac in the apocryphal Rook of Bnoch. In chapter 84,
seetion 17, he telld bhis son Methushela of' a1 dream. Hs prophetic imagery portrays the key
figures of biblical history ns nnimalua:

F suave 22 v isloss Fry sy t')c.-zl; srel Dolsoled, 13 20 Spyccrirg tor-tht Frosr e cartfi; nnd
iy comc pya® WIlte A LTersved s a firraaale: I0PFor spprierigy forile: and wirlh it pnotfior

hitp /fwww.ovendyljones. org il/redecow. htm c4/06/20
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